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For more information, visit www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/env/ 

or contact Planning & Zoning at 218-927-7342 or aitkinpz@aitkincountymn.gov 
 

AGENDA 
 

AITKIN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  
 

APRIL 20, 20264:00 P.M.  
COUNTY BOARD ROOM, 3RD FLOOR, AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

307 SECOND STREET NW, AITKIN, MN 56431 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL BE REVIEWED: 

 
 
1. Call the meeting to order. 

2. Roll call. 

3. Approval of Agenda. 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 
4. Blair Ranson of Buell Consulting Inc, 1061  Idaho Ave West, St Paul, MN 55117 Requesting a 
Conditional Use Permit for a 255 ft Telecommunications Tower Facility, in an area zoned Commercial. 
GOVERNMENT LOT 2 SECTION FIVE (5), TOWNSHIP FORTY-FIVE (45), RANGE TWENTY-FIVE (25), 
Aitkin County, Minnesota. 
APP# 2026-000041 
 
 
5. Approval of Minutes, FEBRUARY 23, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting. 
 
6. Adjourn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/env/
mailto:aitkinpz@aitkincountymn.gov


 
NOTICE OF HEARING 

 
 THE AITKIN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION WILL ASSEMBLE FOR A HEARING ON  

APRIL 20, 2026 AT 4:00 P.M.  
IN THE BOARD ROOM OF THE AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER (THIRD FLOOR) 

307 SECOND STREET NW, AITKIN, MINNESOTA 56431 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL BE REVIEWED: 

 
Blair Ranson of Buell Consulting Inc, 1061  Idaho Ave West, St Paul, MN 55117 Requesting a Conditional 
Use Permit for a 255 ft Telecommunications Tower Facility, in an area zoned Commercial. GOVERNMENT 
LOT 2 SECTION FIVE (5), TOWNSHIP FORTY-FIVE (45), RANGE TWENTY-FIVE (25), Aitkin County, 
Minnesota. APP# 2026-000041 

 
AITKIN COUNTY ZONING 



Tower App. # 2026-000041, UID # 220369
App. Status: Pending Review

Aitkin County Planning & Zoning / Environmental Services
307 Second St. NW Room 219, Aitkin, MN 56431
Email: aitkinpz@aitkincountymn.gov
Phone: 218-927-7342
Fax: 218-927-4372

 

Contact Information

If we have questions on the
application who should we
contact?

Name

Blair Ransom
Phone:

Email Address:

Mailing Address

1061 Idaho Ave West

St. Paul MN 55117

Are you the property owner? No

Have you had a pre-application
meeting with Planning &
Zoning?

No



Property Location

Property:

Property Location
Property
Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township or
City Name Owner Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s)

Legal
Description

Plat
Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class

Lake
Name

21-0-
007600

32213
DEER ST
AITKIN MN
56431

MALMO TWP
WESTERLUND,
NEIL

WESTERLUND,
NEIL

LOT 2 S:5 T:45 R:25

Driving directions to the property
from Aitkin:

Head east on MN-47 and continue for 2.7mi; turn left onto Dove St and continue for 7.1mi; turn right onto MN-47 and continue for 4.4mi; turn 
right onto Deer St and the site is accessible via the second field approach on the left.

Brief Narrative

Brief Narrative: See attached.

Attach brief narrative: File 1:  MN06_Glen_Zoning_Memorandum_VB_CUP_2.16.26.pdf



Ordinance Requirements

Does this proposal meet the
requirements of Section 5
of the Aitkin County Tower
Ordinance?

Yes

Attach supporting documents
showing Section 5
requirements are being met.:

File 1:  US-MN-5485_FAA_122325.pdf

Does this proposal meet the
requirements of Section 6
of the Aitkin County Tower
Ordinance?

Yes

Attach supporting documents
showing Section 6
requirements are being met.:

File 1:  US-MN-5485_Glen_PCD_RevB_12122025.pdf

Does this proposal meet the
requirements of Section 8
of the Aitkin County Tower
Ordinance?

Yes

Attach supporting documents
showing Section 8
requirements are being met.:

File 1:  US-MN-5485_Glen_Photosim_v1_01292026.pdf



Co-Location Requirements

Search ring/Site location
Narrative:

Addressed in the Zoning Memorandum and Verizon Statement of Network Need.

Search ring/Site location
documentation:

File 1:  MN06_GLEN_US-MN-5485_FINAL_RF_Statement_of_Need_020526.pdf

Communications Equipment: Addressed in the Zoning Memorandum and Verizon Statement of Network Need.

Is the proposed tower height
above 200 feet?

Yes

Co-location Agreement: File 1:  US-MN-5485_Glen_CoLocation_Tower_Removal_LOI_Revised.docx.pdf

Tower Abandonment
Agreement:

File 1:  US-MN-5485_Glen_CoLocation_Tower_Removal_LOI_Revised.docx.pdf

Site Plan

Attach the site plan: File 1:  US-MN-5485_Glen_PCD_RevB_12122025.pdf

Map

Map: File 1:  MN06_Glen_Zoning_Memorandum_VB_CUP_2.16.26.pdf

Photos

Series of Photos: File 1:  MN06_Glen_Zoning_Memorandum_VB_CUP_2.16.26.pdf



Signed Lease

Attach the signed lease: File 1:  MN09_GLEN_MOL_FE_Recorded.pdf

Pre-FAA Compliance

Attach a copy of a pre-FAA
determination or document.:

File 1:  US-MN-5485_FAA_122325.pdf

Licensed Engineer Approval

Attach documentation of
approval from a licensed
engineer:

File 1:  MN06_Glen_Zoning_Memorandum_VB_CUP_2.16.26.pdf

Septic Compliance

Is there an existing septic
system on the property (parcel
of land the tower is proposed
on)?

No

Property Deed

Attach a copy of the property
deed:

File 1:  Westerlund_Deed_Glen.pdf



Other

Other information: Note, the Lease has been assigned to Vertical Bridge and is being or may already have been recorded.

Terms

General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent may make application for a zoning permit agreeing to do such work in accordance with all Aitkin County Ordinances. The landowner or
authorized agent agrees that the application, site plan, and all other attachments submitted herewith are true and accurate and shall become a part of the permit. The
landowner or authorized agent agrees that, in making application for a zoning permit, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to enter the
property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local, County, State, or Federal Ordinances or Statutes.
IT IS THE APPLICANTS SOLE RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTACT OTHER LOCAL, COUNTY, STATE, OR FEDERAL AGENGIES TO ENSURE THE APPLICANT HAS
COMPLIED WITH ALL RELEVANT ORDINANCES OR STATUTES.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the type of
request and onsite inspection.

Permits are valid for one (1) year.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.



Invoice #69268 (02/16/2026) Expected Payment Method: Pay Online - Card or ECheck

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 02/16/2026 10 10 AM

All fees are non-refundable if denied.
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Tower Fee added 02/16/2026 10 10 AM

All fees are non-refundable if denied.
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 02/16/2026 $696.00

Due $0.00

Approvals

Approval Signature

Applicant Blair Ransom - 02/16/2026 10:14 AM
ab3cec680443f33f3ec3924e38986880

df285fb6684d45dbaf18851d625aebd0

#1 Administrative Staff Shannon Wiebusch - 02/17/2026 2:51 PM
f53218b482685012cfa934769ab205d3

1d8ac1d646f05897701f88e62a4629f7

#2 Planning Commission  

Public Notes

Text: On the agenda for April 20th Planning Commission meeting. SW 2/17/26

File(s):

Internal Notes



Text:

File(s):



 BUELL CONSULTING, INC. 
9973 Valley View Road 

Eden Prairie, MN  55344  
www.buellconsulting.com 

February 16, 2026 
 
Andrew Carlstrom 
Environmental Services Director 
Aitkin County 
307 2nd St NW, Rm. 219 
Aitkin, MN 
 
RE: The Towers, LLC (d/b/a Vertical Bridge) / Conditional Use Permit Application 
 
Dear Director Carlstrom, 
 
The Towers, LLC (d/b/a Vertical Bridge), in partnership with Verizon Wireless, proposes the construction of 
a 250-foot wireless telecommunications tower with a total height of 255 feet, including all appurtenances.   
It will be a galvanized steel self-support style tower.  The tower will be situated within a secure gravel 
compound and will be accessible via a new driveway off the existing Deer Street field approach.  A 
conditional use permit (#2016-001274) was issued for this tower in 2016 prior to the project being put on-
hold.  Note, the location on the parcel along with the tower height has been adjusted since the previous 
application.  

Site Address: 32213 Deer St, Aitkin, MN 56431 
Legal Description: Government Lot 2 of Section 5, Township 45 N, Range 25 W 
Parcel ID: 21-0-007600 
Site Name/ID: MN06 Glen / US-MN-5485 

The proposed site has been carefully chosen to enhance wireless coverage and reliability for residents, 
businesses, and visitors in this area of Aitkin County.  This infrastructure aims to improve current network 
performance and ensure sufficient capacity for wireless services to accommodate the increasing demand 
for wireless connectivity.  The tower is designed to accommodate up to three wireless tenants, including 
Verizon, thereby minimizing the future need for additional towers to support wireless infrastructure.     
 
Furthermore, since the majority of E911 calls are made from mobile devices, the enhanced service 
provided by this tower will support public safety through more dependable connections to emergency 
services. 
 
The following is a list of documentation included with the application and an outline of the relevant 
sections of the Aitkin County Tower Ordinance. 
  
Supplementary Documentation:  
 Location Map (Exhibit A) 
 Rev B Construction Drawings (includes Land Survey). 
 Verizon Statement of Network Need 
 Vertical Bridge Co-Location Letter of Intent and Tower Removal. 
 FAA Determination of No Hazard 
 Photo Simulations 

 



 BUELL CONSULTING, INC. 
9973 Valley View Road 

Eden Prairie, MN  55344  
www.buellconsulting.com 

Thank you in advance for your time in reviewing our application and please do not hesitate to contact me 
via email or the number below with any questions or requests for further information.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Blair Ransom 
Site Development Agent o/b/o The Towers, LLC (d/b/a Vertical Bridge)  
Cell: 612-875-1808 
Email: b.ransom@grahamredev.com   
 
 
 

 



 BUELL CONSULTING, INC. 
9973 Valley View Road 

Eden Prairie, MN  55344  
www.buellconsulting.com 

SECTION 6: TOWER SETBACKS 

Towers and all accessory structures or buildings shall conform to the following 
minimum setback requirements: 

A. Towers shall be setback from all property lines an amount equal to the height of the structure; 

Tower is setback 269.5 and 271 feet from the north and east property lines.  See page A-1 of CDs.  
Setback to south and west property lines are over 1,000 feet.    

B. Guy wires for towers shall meet the structure setback of the underlying zoning district. 
N/A – no guyed wires required.  

C. In addition, towers shall have the following visual setbacks. Tower shall not be located within a 
distance of 1.5 times the tower height to any adjacent residential structure.  

Tower is 435 feet to the nearest residence (32161 Deer St). 

SECTION 7: CO-LOCATION REQUIREMENTS  

All commercial wireless telecommunication towers erected, constructed, or located within the County 
shall comply with the following co-location requirements:  

A. Documentation of the area to be served, including a search ring for the antenna location. A 
narrative describing a search ring for the request, with not less than a two (2) mile radius, must 
clearly explain why the site was selected, what existing structures were available, and why they are 
not suitable as locations or co-locations. 

There are no existing towers within a 2-mile radius of the proposed location.  The nearest tower (ASR 
1277374) is approximately 2.8-miles away.  See Exhibit A to this memorandum.   

B. Documentation that the communications equipment planned for the proposed tower cannot be 
accommodated on an existing or approved tower or building within the search ring of the service area 
due to one or more of the following reasons: 

N/A – there are no existing towers within 2-mile radius to exclude.   

C. Any proposed tower, above 200 feet, shall be designed, structurally, electrically, and in all 
respects, to accommodate both the applicant’s antennas and at a minimum the following 
antennas. 

The tower is designed to accommodate a minimum of (3) total carriers full loading requirements.    

D. An agreement stating that the applicant and tower owner commit to colocation at reasonable 
market prices within 90 days. Any prohibition of additional users on a tower shall be considered a 
violation of the permit and this Ordinance. 

See Co-Location Letter of Intent and Tower Removal. 

E. The agreement shall also include a statement that any unused or abandoned tower shall be 
removed by the tower owner and/or applicant within 12 months of the tower being vacated. Said 
agreement shall be signed by the applicant and the property owner and shall be attached to and 
become a part of the permit. 

See Co-Location Letter of Intent and Tower Removal. 



 BUELL CONSULTING, INC. 
9973 Valley View Road 

Eden Prairie, MN  55344  
www.buellconsulting.com 

SECTION 8: TOWER AREA FENCING AND LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS 

Tower base, equipment and buildings accessory to a tower shall: 

A. Be architecturally designed to blend in with the surrounding environment and shall meet the height 
and setback limitations as established within the respective zoning district. 

Tower to be constructed of galvanized steel and complies with all setback and height 
requirements.   

B. Tower base, equipment and buildings shall be fenced in by a 6 foot security fence. Tower base, 
equipment and buildings shall be screened from view by suitable vegetation which will be at least 6 
feet in height within 4 years of tower construction except where a design of nonvegetative 
screening better reflects and complements the architectural character of the surrounding 
neighborhood. Screening tower plan shall be approved by the planning commission.  

6-foot fence is proposed, see page A-4 of CDs.  Due to the adjacent woods, extent of the setbacks, 
and nature of surrounding uses we kindly request vegetative screening not be required. 

SECTION 9: ABANDONED OR UNUSED TOWERS 

Abandoned or unused towers and associated facilities shall be removed within 
12 months of the cessation of operations at the site unless a time extension is 
approved by the Zoning Administrator. In the event that a tower is not removed 
within 12 months of the cessation of operations at a site, the tower and 
associated facilities may be removed by the county and the costs of removal 
assessed against the property. 

See Co-Location Letter of Intent and Tower Removal. 

SECTION 10: SIGNS AND ADVERTISING 

The use of any portion of a tower for signs other than warning or equipment 
information signs is prohibited. 

The only signage associated with this tower will be for site identification and regulatory compliance 
purposes.   

SECTION 11: NOISE 
The noise levels associated with any tower facility shall conform to the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency noise level requirements as listed in MN Rules Chapter 7030. 

Acknowledged, the tower and all operations will remain compliant with MPCA regulations.   

SECTION 12: APPLICATIONS REQUIREMENTS 

The Aitkin County Planning & Zoning Office may contract with an independent 
technical expert to review technical materials submitted by the applicant, and/or 
to determine if additional information is necessary. The tower facility applicant 
shall pay the cost of such review and/or independent analysis. In addition to the 
general requirements for conditional use permit applications; all applications for 
new towers must also include the following: 

A. Site plan(s) drawn to a scale of one (1) inch equals twenty (20) feet or less, specifying the location 
of the tower facility, support structures, transmission buildings and/or other accessory structures 



 BUELL CONSULTING, INC. 
9973 Valley View Road 

Eden Prairie, MN  55344  
www.buellconsulting.com 

& uses, accesses, parking areas, fences, signs, lighting, landscaped areas and all adjacent land 
uses within 250 feet of the tower facility, including all support structures and security fencing. 

See Construction Drawings.   

B. Map showing the search radius for the antenna location and the proposed broadcast coverage 
obtained by the tower facility, including a narrative describing a search radius of not less than one 
(1) mile for the requested site, clearly explaining why the site was selected, identifying and locating 
landing and takeoff areas of aircraft within the search radius, locating all existing tower facilities, 
and identifying all other structures that may be potential co-location sites. 

See Exhibit A to this Memorandum and the Verizon Statement of Network Need. 

C. Series of pictures of the constructed tower in a digital format as desired by Aitkin County. The 
pictures shall include a picture of the tower from nearest road, picture of base of tower only 
showing the bottom 20 feet, picture of the compound area, and picture of each of the guy points, if 
a guy tower was constructed. 

See Photo Simulations. 

D. A signed lease on behalf of a carrier that once the tower is constructed the carrier will be leasing 
the tower within one (1) year after completion. 

Assignment of the ground lease from Verizon to Vertical Bridge is in process and will be recorded 
with the County.   

E. A copy of a pre-FAA determination or a document that the proposed tower facility has not been 
found to be a hazard to air navigation under Part 77, Federal Aviation Regulations, or that no 
compliance with Part 77 is required, and the reasons therefore. 

See FAA Determination of No Hazard dated 12/23/2025. 

F. Documentation shall be provided prior to the issuance of a land use permit demonstrating that the 
approved tower has been designed in compliance with a qualified engineer licensed by the State of 
Minnesota. 

Tower and foundation drawings to be provided prior to Land Use Permit.   

.  





Mail Processing Center
Federal Aviation Administration
Southwest Regional Office
Obstruction Evaluation Group
10101 Hillwood Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76177

Aeronautical Study No.
2025-AGL-15444-OE

Page 1 of 7

Issued Date: 12/23/2025

THE TOWERS, LLC
RICHARD HICKEY
22 West Atlantic Avenue
Suite 310
Delray Beach, FL 33444

** DETERMINATION OF NO HAZARD TO AIR NAVIGATION **

The Federal Aviation Administration has conducted an aeronautical study under the provisions of 49 U.S.C.,
Section 44718 and if applicable Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 77, concerning:

Structure: Antenna Tower US-MN-5485 | Glen
County, State: Aitkin, Minnesota

Collected Point(s):
Label Latitude Longitude SE DET AGL AMSL
pt-1 46-25-01.19N 93-31-17.44W 1295 Ft 255 Ft 1550 Ft

This aeronautical study revealed that the structure does not exceed obstruction standards and would not be a
hazard to air navigation provided the following condition(s), if any, is(are) met:

Emissions from this site must be in compliance with the parameters set by collaboration between the FAA and
telecommunications companies and reflected in the FAA 5G C band compatibility evaluation process (such as
power, frequencies, and tilt angle). Operational use of this frequency band is not objectionable provided the
Wireless Providers (WP) obtain and adhere to the parameters established by the FAA 5G C band compatibility
evaluation process. Failure to comply with this condition will void this determination of no hazard.

As a condition to this Determination, the structure is to be marked/lighted in accordance with FAA Advisory
circular 70/7460-1 M Change 1, Obstruction Marking and Lighting, a med-dual system-Chapters 4,8(M-
Dual),&15.

Any failure or malfunction that lasts more than thirty (30) minutes and affects a top light or flashing obstruction
light, regardless of its position, should be reported immediately to (877) 487-6867 so a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) can be issued. As soon as the normal operation is restored, notify the same number.

It is required that FAA Form 7460-2, Notice of Actual Construction or Alteration, be e-filed any time the
project is abandoned or:

_____ At least 10 days prior to start of construction (7460-2, Part 1)
__X__ Within 5 days after the construction reaches its greatest height (7460-2, Part 2)



Page 2 of 7

See attachment for additional condition(s) or information.
This determination expires on 06/23/2027 unless:

(a) the construction is started (not necessarily completed) and FAA Form 7460-2, Notice of Actual
Construction or Alteration, is received by this office.

(b) extended, revised, or terminated by the issuing office.
(c) the construction is subject to the licensing authority of the Federal Communications Commission

(FCC) and an application for a construction permit has been filed, as required by the FCC, within
6 months of the date of this determination. In such case, the determination expires on the date
prescribed by the FCC for completion of construction, or the date the FCC denies the application.

NOTE: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF THIS DETERMINATION MUST
BE E-FILED AT LEAST 15 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE. AFTER RE-EVALUATION
OF CURRENT OPERATIONS IN THE AREA OF THE STRUCTURE TO DETERMINE THAT NO
SIGNIFICANT AERONAUTICAL CHANGES HAVE OCCURRED, YOUR DETERMINATION MAY BE
ELIGIBLE FOR ONE EXTENSION OF THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD.

This determination is based, in part, on the foregoing description which includes specific coordinates, heights,
frequency(ies) and power. Any changes in coordinates, heights, and frequencies or use of greater power, except
those frequencies specified in the Colo Void Clause Coalition; Antenna System Co-Location; Voluntary Best
Practices, will void this determination. Any future construction or alteration, including increase to heights,
power, or the addition of other transmitters, requires separate notice to the FAA.This determination includes all
previously filed frequencies and power for this structure.

If construction or alteration is dismantled or destroyed, you must submit notice to the FAA within 5 days after
the construction or alteration is dismantled or destroyed.

This determination does include temporary construction equipment such as cranes, derricks, etc., which may be
used during actual construction of the structure. However, this equipment shall not exceed the overall heights as
indicated above. Equipment which has a height greater than the studied structure requires separate notice to the
FAA.

This determination concerns the effect of this structure on the safe and efficient use of navigable airspace
by aircraft and does not relieve the sponsor of compliance responsibilities relating to any law, ordinance, or
regulation of any Federal, State, or local government body.

A copy of this determination will be forwarded to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) because the
structure is subject to their licensing authority.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact our office at 1-817-222-5323, or Marla.Duchatellier@faa.gov.
On any future correspondence concerning this matter, please refer to Aeronautical Study Number 2025-
AGL-15444-OE.

Signature Control No: 685965038-687952754 ( DNE )
Marla Duchatellier
Technician
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Attachment(s)
Additional Information
Frequency Data
Map(s)

cc: FCC
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Additional information for ASN 2025-AGL-15444-OE

BASIS FOR DECISION 
 
Part 77 authorizes the FAA to evaluate a structure or object's potential electromagnetic effects on air navigation,
 communication facilities, and other surveillance systems. It also authorizes study of impact on arrival,
 departure, and en route procedures for aircraft operating under visual or instrument flight rules, as well as the
 impact on airport traffic capacity at existing public use airports. Broadcast in the 3.7 to 3.98 GHz frequency
 (5G C band) currently causes errors in certain aircraft radio altimeters and the FAA has determined they cannot
 be relied upon to perform their intended function when experiencing interference from wireless broadband
 operations in the 5G C band. The FAA has adopted Airworthiness Directives for all transport and commuter
 category aircraft equipped with radio altimeters that prohibit certain operations when in the presence of 5G C
 band. 
 
This determination of no hazard is based upon those mitigations implemented by the FAA and operators of
 transport and commuter category aircraft, and helicopters operating in the vicinity of your proposed location.
 It is also based on telecommunication industry and FAA collaboration on acceptable power levels and other
 parameters as reflected in the FAA 5G C band evaluation process. 
 
The FAA 5G C band compatibility evaluation is a data analytics system used by FAA to evaluate operational
 hazards related to aircraft design. The FAA 5G C band compatibility evaluation process refers to the process
 in which the telecommunication companies and the FAA have set parameters, such as power output, locations,
 frequencies, and tilt angles for antenna that mitigate the hazard to aviation. As the telecommunication
 companies and FAA refine the tools and methodology, the allowable frequencies and power levels may change
 in the FAA 5G C band compatibility evaluation process. Therefore, your proposal will not have a substantial
 adverse effect on the safe and efficient use of the navigable airspace by aircraft provided the equipment and
 emissions are in compliance with the parameters established through the FAA 5G C band compatibility
 evaluation process. 
 
Any future changes that are not consistent with the parameters listed in the FAA 5G C band compatibility
 evaluation process will void this determination of no hazard. 
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Frequency Data for ASN 2025-AGL-15444-OE

LOW
FREQUENCY

HIGH
FREQUENCY

FREQUENCY
UNIT ERP

ERP
UNIT

6 7 GHz 42 dBW
6 7 GHz 55 dBW
10 11.7 GHz 42 dBW
10 11.7 GHz 55 dBW

17.7 19.7 GHz 42 dBW
17.7 19.7 GHz 55 dBW
21.2 23.6 GHz 42 dBW
21.2 23.6 GHz 55 dBW
614 698 MHz 1000 W
614 698 MHz 2000 W
698 806 MHz 1000 W
806 824 MHz 500 W
806 901 MHz 500 W
824 849 MHz 500 W
851 866 MHz 500 W
869 894 MHz 500 W
896 901 MHz 500 W
901 902 MHz 7 W
929 932 MHz 3500 W
930 931 MHz 3500 W
931 932 MHz 3500 W
932 932.5 MHz 17 dBW
935 940 MHz 1000 W
940 941 MHz 3500 W
1670 1675 MHz 500 W
1710 1755 MHz 500 W
1850 1910 MHz 1640 W
1850 1990 MHz 1640 W
1930 1990 MHz 1640 W
1990 2025 MHz 500 W
2110 2200 MHz 500 W
2305 2360 MHz 2000 W
2305 2310 MHz 2000 W
2345 2360 MHz 2000 W
2496 2690 MHz 500 W
3700 3980 MHz 3280 W
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Verified Map for ASN 2025-AGL-15444-OE
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TOPO Map for ASN 2025-AGL-15444-OE

































































   

       
    

   

                
             

                

               
             

            
            

              
              

             
 

              
               
              

           
               

              
               

             
                

  

                  
            

               
                
             

              
            

                
             

            



              
                

              
               

              

            
               

             
             
             

            
            

      

 
   







Vertical Bridge REIT, LLC 

22 West Atlantic Avenue, Suite 310 

Delray Beach, FL 33444 

 

January 30, 2026 

 

Andrew Carlstrom 

Environmental Services Director 

Aitkin County 

307 2nd St NW, Rm. 219 

Aitkin, MN 

 

Re: Co-Location Letter of Intent and Tower Removal 

 

Vertical Bridge Site Number: US-MN-5485 

Vertical Bridge Site Name: Glen 

Parcel ID: 21-0-007600 

 

In accordance with the Aitkin County Wireless Telecommunications Tower Ordinance, Section 7 (Co-

Location Requirements), The Towers LLC, d/b/a Vertical Bridge, hereby submits this letter to 

confirm its intent to permit co-location on the proposed tower and to ensure removal of the tower 

should it become unused or obsolete. 

 

Section 7(D) of the ordinance requires “an agreement stating that the applicant and tower owner 

commit to co-location at reasonable market prices… [and that] any prohibition of additional users on 

a tower shall be considered a violation of the permit and this Ordinance.” Consistent with this 

requirement, Vertical Bridge confirms its commitment to accommodate co-location on the proposed 

tower, subject to technical feasibility and compliance with applicable laws and regulations. Vertical 

Bridge will make commercially reasonable efforts to accommodate up to three (3) wireless service 

providers on the facility. 

 

Further, Section 7(E) of the ordinance requires that “the agreement shall also include a statement 

that any unused or abandoned tower shall be removed by the tower owner and/or applicant within 

twelve (12) months of the tower being vacated.” In compliance with this provision, should the tower 

no longer be used for its intended purpose or become obsolete, Vertical Bridge commits to removing 

the structure and restoring the site in accordance with applicable County requirements. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Stevens, P.E. 

Senior Vice President Development 

Vertical Bridge 

22 West Atlantic Avenue, Suite 310 

Delray Beach, FL 33444 

Docusign Envelope ID: EBCC1413-889A-4716-B443-8EF377222CBF

1/30/2026





















Mail Processing Center
Federal Aviation Administration
Southwest Regional Office
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Aeronautical Study No.
2025-AGL-15444-OE
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Issued Date: 12/23/2025

THE TOWERS, LLC
RICHARD HICKEY
22 West Atlantic Avenue
Suite 310
Delray Beach, FL 33444

** DETERMINATION OF NO HAZARD TO AIR NAVIGATION **

The Federal Aviation Administration has conducted an aeronautical study under the provisions of 49 U.S.C.,
Section 44718 and if applicable Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 77, concerning:

Structure: Antenna Tower US-MN-5485 | Glen
County, State: Aitkin, Minnesota

Collected Point(s):
Label Latitude Longitude SE DET AGL AMSL
pt-1 46-25-01.19N 93-31-17.44W 1295 Ft 255 Ft 1550 Ft

This aeronautical study revealed that the structure does not exceed obstruction standards and would not be a
hazard to air navigation provided the following condition(s), if any, is(are) met:

Emissions from this site must be in compliance with the parameters set by collaboration between the FAA and
telecommunications companies and reflected in the FAA 5G C band compatibility evaluation process (such as
power, frequencies, and tilt angle). Operational use of this frequency band is not objectionable provided the
Wireless Providers (WP) obtain and adhere to the parameters established by the FAA 5G C band compatibility
evaluation process. Failure to comply with this condition will void this determination of no hazard.

As a condition to this Determination, the structure is to be marked/lighted in accordance with FAA Advisory
circular 70/7460-1 M Change 1, Obstruction Marking and Lighting, a med-dual system-Chapters 4,8(M-
Dual),&15.

Any failure or malfunction that lasts more than thirty (30) minutes and affects a top light or flashing obstruction
light, regardless of its position, should be reported immediately to (877) 487-6867 so a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) can be issued. As soon as the normal operation is restored, notify the same number.

It is required that FAA Form 7460-2, Notice of Actual Construction or Alteration, be e-filed any time the
project is abandoned or:

_____ At least 10 days prior to start of construction (7460-2, Part 1)
__X__ Within 5 days after the construction reaches its greatest height (7460-2, Part 2)
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See attachment for additional condition(s) or information.
This determination expires on 06/23/2027 unless:

(a) the construction is started (not necessarily completed) and FAA Form 7460-2, Notice of Actual
Construction or Alteration, is received by this office.

(b) extended, revised, or terminated by the issuing office.
(c) the construction is subject to the licensing authority of the Federal Communications Commission

(FCC) and an application for a construction permit has been filed, as required by the FCC, within
6 months of the date of this determination. In such case, the determination expires on the date
prescribed by the FCC for completion of construction, or the date the FCC denies the application.

NOTE: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF THIS DETERMINATION MUST
BE E-FILED AT LEAST 15 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE. AFTER RE-EVALUATION
OF CURRENT OPERATIONS IN THE AREA OF THE STRUCTURE TO DETERMINE THAT NO
SIGNIFICANT AERONAUTICAL CHANGES HAVE OCCURRED, YOUR DETERMINATION MAY BE
ELIGIBLE FOR ONE EXTENSION OF THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD.

This determination is based, in part, on the foregoing description which includes specific coordinates, heights,
frequency(ies) and power. Any changes in coordinates, heights, and frequencies or use of greater power, except
those frequencies specified in the Colo Void Clause Coalition; Antenna System Co-Location; Voluntary Best
Practices, will void this determination. Any future construction or alteration, including increase to heights,
power, or the addition of other transmitters, requires separate notice to the FAA.This determination includes all
previously filed frequencies and power for this structure.

If construction or alteration is dismantled or destroyed, you must submit notice to the FAA within 5 days after
the construction or alteration is dismantled or destroyed.

This determination does include temporary construction equipment such as cranes, derricks, etc., which may be
used during actual construction of the structure. However, this equipment shall not exceed the overall heights as
indicated above. Equipment which has a height greater than the studied structure requires separate notice to the
FAA.

This determination concerns the effect of this structure on the safe and efficient use of navigable airspace
by aircraft and does not relieve the sponsor of compliance responsibilities relating to any law, ordinance, or
regulation of any Federal, State, or local government body.

A copy of this determination will be forwarded to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) because the
structure is subject to their licensing authority.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact our office at 1-817-222-5323, or Marla.Duchatellier@faa.gov.
On any future correspondence concerning this matter, please refer to Aeronautical Study Number 2025-
AGL-15444-OE.

Signature Control No: 685965038-687952754 ( DNE )
Marla Duchatellier
Technician
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Attachment(s)
Additional Information
Frequency Data
Map(s)

cc: FCC
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Additional information for ASN 2025-AGL-15444-OE

BASIS FOR DECISION 
 
Part 77 authorizes the FAA to evaluate a structure or object's potential electromagnetic effects on air navigation,
 communication facilities, and other surveillance systems. It also authorizes study of impact on arrival,
 departure, and en route procedures for aircraft operating under visual or instrument flight rules, as well as the
 impact on airport traffic capacity at existing public use airports. Broadcast in the 3.7 to 3.98 GHz frequency
 (5G C band) currently causes errors in certain aircraft radio altimeters and the FAA has determined they cannot
 be relied upon to perform their intended function when experiencing interference from wireless broadband
 operations in the 5G C band. The FAA has adopted Airworthiness Directives for all transport and commuter
 category aircraft equipped with radio altimeters that prohibit certain operations when in the presence of 5G C
 band. 
 
This determination of no hazard is based upon those mitigations implemented by the FAA and operators of
 transport and commuter category aircraft, and helicopters operating in the vicinity of your proposed location.
 It is also based on telecommunication industry and FAA collaboration on acceptable power levels and other
 parameters as reflected in the FAA 5G C band evaluation process. 
 
The FAA 5G C band compatibility evaluation is a data analytics system used by FAA to evaluate operational
 hazards related to aircraft design. The FAA 5G C band compatibility evaluation process refers to the process
 in which the telecommunication companies and the FAA have set parameters, such as power output, locations,
 frequencies, and tilt angles for antenna that mitigate the hazard to aviation. As the telecommunication
 companies and FAA refine the tools and methodology, the allowable frequencies and power levels may change
 in the FAA 5G C band compatibility evaluation process. Therefore, your proposal will not have a substantial
 adverse effect on the safe and efficient use of the navigable airspace by aircraft provided the equipment and
 emissions are in compliance with the parameters established through the FAA 5G C band compatibility
 evaluation process. 
 
Any future changes that are not consistent with the parameters listed in the FAA 5G C band compatibility
 evaluation process will void this determination of no hazard. 
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Frequency Data for ASN 2025-AGL-15444-OE

LOW
FREQUENCY

HIGH
FREQUENCY

FREQUENCY
UNIT ERP

ERP
UNIT

6 7 GHz 42 dBW
6 7 GHz 55 dBW
10 11.7 GHz 42 dBW
10 11.7 GHz 55 dBW

17.7 19.7 GHz 42 dBW
17.7 19.7 GHz 55 dBW
21.2 23.6 GHz 42 dBW
21.2 23.6 GHz 55 dBW
614 698 MHz 1000 W
614 698 MHz 2000 W
698 806 MHz 1000 W
806 824 MHz 500 W
806 901 MHz 500 W
824 849 MHz 500 W
851 866 MHz 500 W
869 894 MHz 500 W
896 901 MHz 500 W
901 902 MHz 7 W
929 932 MHz 3500 W
930 931 MHz 3500 W
931 932 MHz 3500 W
932 932.5 MHz 17 dBW
935 940 MHz 1000 W
940 941 MHz 3500 W
1670 1675 MHz 500 W
1710 1755 MHz 500 W
1850 1910 MHz 1640 W
1850 1990 MHz 1640 W
1930 1990 MHz 1640 W
1990 2025 MHz 500 W
2110 2200 MHz 500 W
2305 2360 MHz 2000 W
2305 2310 MHz 2000 W
2345 2360 MHz 2000 W
2496 2690 MHz 500 W
3700 3980 MHz 3280 W
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Verified Map for ASN 2025-AGL-15444-OE



Page 7 of 7

TOPO Map for ASN 2025-AGL-15444-OE
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